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ideas, and beliefs, is limited by the fact of this great
liability to error in what at first seems to be one of the
most certain kinds of knowledge.

In view of this depressing amount of error, our
solace must be found in the reflection that this seem-
ingly perfect instrument of intuitive insight is, in
reality, like that of introspection, in process of being
fashioned. Mutual comprehension has only become
necessary since man entered the social state, and this,
to judge by the evolutionist's measure of time, is not so
long ago. A mental structure so complex and delicate
requires for its development a proportionate degree of
exercise, and it is not reasonable to look yet for perfect
precision of action. Nevertheless, we may hope that,
with the advance of social development, the faculty is
continually gaining in precision and certainty. And,
indeed, this hope is already assured to us in the fact *
that the faculty has begun to criticise itself, to dis-
tinguish between an erroneous and a true form of
its- operation. In fact, all that has been here said
about illusions of insight has involved the assumption
that intellectual culture sharpens the power and makes
it less liable to err.